McGehee Chamber of Commerce

P.O. Box 521

McGehee, Arkansas                 (501-222-4451)

“A City Keyed for Progress”

January 27, 2011

The McGehee Chamber of Commerce met on Thursday, January 27, 2011 at 12:00 noon at McGehee Municipal Complex.  Members and guests in attendance were Karon White, Paula Mote, Gary Gibbs, Leon Lloyd, Lee Osborne, Jenny Britton, James (Bubba) Britton, Rachel Freeze, Cindy Smith, Kenny Shaw, Bob Swindler, Mildred Swindler, Jo Wilson, Azzie McGehee, DJ Woodson, Tereze Harris, Thomas Gathen, Cynthia Montgomery, Jack May, Steve Montgomery, Annette Hunnicutt, Kathy Ferguson, Sherrie Moreau, Sharon Cantrell, Jacob Fenolia, Bob Ware, Skippy Leek, Mary Seymore, Lindsay Henry, Carolyne Blissett, Aldo Cingolani, Jim Daniels, Jeff Owyoung, Corey Throckmorton, Teresa Allison, Charles Lloyd, Hazelene McCriff, Mary Griden, Cynthia Hardy, Dave Bliss, Lynn Bliss, John Barham, Bill Conway, Helen Conway, Beverly Sims, Gloria Sutton, Helen Wesson, Michelle Shinn, Doc Bilberry and Mike Smith.

Rev. Kenny Shaw gave the invocation.  

President Mike Smith opened the meeting.  He welcomed everyone and thanked McGehee Bank for providing lunch.  

Minutes and financial reports were distributed to the membership for approval.  Karon White made a motion to accept the minutes as written and Charles Lloyd 2nd the motion.  The minutes were approved as written.

Introduction of Guests:

Bob Ware introduced Jacob Fenolia, Director of UAM’s Correctional Law Enforcement Program.

Mike Smith introduced Gary Gibb with Delta Conference Center and Resort.  He introduced the staff of the Duck Club, Lee Osborne, Jenny and Bubba Gentry, Caretakers.  

Mayor Jack May introduced Bill Branch, Brad Moneymaker and Joe Hill of the Delta Cultural Center.  They are inspecting the exhibits that were donated by the Center for the Japanese Relocation Museum.  

Announcements:

Doc Bilberry announced McGehee Men’s Club Oyster Supper would be held on February 4.  Tickets are $20

Also, Think Tank Meeting on Monday, February 7 at 7 a.m. at McGehee Hospital

Dave Bliss announced that the annual Tour de Hoot would be held May 21.  Last year there were 132 participants.

Bob Ware announced that UAM COT has Hispanic / Spanish Communication training available for business and industry.

Lindsay Henry announced that the Small Business Development Center has moved to the UAM Monticello campus.  She also reported that Kathryn Peacock has retired and that she will be filling that position.  
City Report: 

Mayor Jack May reported on the progress of the Japanese Relocation Museum. 

He announced that McGehee was the recipient of the 2010 Volunteer Community of the Year Award.  

McGehee Industrial Foundation has been nominated for the Arkansas Delta Byways Bootstrap Award.  The award will be presented on February 18 at the annual banquet in Forrest City.

Committee Reports
Communications: Lynn Bliss presented a web information form and asked businesses to respond with current business information to be placed on the web site.  Regular updates are being made to the website.

Education:  Mr. Gathen spoke about the mentoring program that is being implemented in the elementary school.  Teachers are being asked to take a child to mentor in hopes to improve academic skills of the students.

He also announced that Ross Owyoung would be representing McGehee High School as a candidate running for President at the state BETA Club Convention.  If he is successful, he will be the 5th Beta Club president from McGehee in 15 years.

McGehee Elementary School will have its annual Talent Show on Friday, Feb 4.
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Education (continued):  Also, the district will be entertaining auditors from the Board of Education for a scholastic audit on February 7 – 11.

As a part of the Health & Wellness Initiative, our district has received a grant to purchase P.E. equipment for the elementary school.

Finally, MHS basketball team is 16-1 and is having a great year
Health Care:  Carolyne Blissett presented flu information.  She encouraged everyone to take the flu vaccine.  She also reported that the new health unit would be open in McGehee 7 days a week.

Festival: Jeff Owyoung announced that Owlfest 2011 would be held on September 30 – October 1.

Program:

Cindy Smith, Commissioner of Arkansas Parks and Recreation gave a presentation on the opportunities for tourism in the Delta and specifically Desha County.  

President Mike Smith thanked everyone for the support of having a $5 charge for lunch.  This will help the chamber with extra activities that are needed in the community.

Door Prizes were given away

President John Heard thanked USA Promotions & Ferguson Crop Insurance, for providing the meal.  

Meeting adjourned
