McGehee Chamber of Commerce

P.O. Box 521

McGehee, Arkansas                 (501-222-4451)

“A City Keyed for Progress”

October 28, 2010

The McGehee Chamber of Commerce met on Thursday, October 28, 2010 at 12:00 noon at McGehee Municipal Complex.  Members and guests in attendance were Karon White, Bob Ware, Heather Groleske, Dorissa Kaufman, Cynthia Hardy, Vickie Eggleston, Hazelene McCray, Linda Tullos, Joanie Snow, Sheila Collins, Cynthia Montgomery, Jimi Evans, Cindy Smith, Skippy Leek, Sammy Angel, Bill Conway, Helen Conway, Azzie McGehee, Kathy Ferguson, Annette Hunnicutt, Sherrie Moreau, Michael Kellebrew, Jack May, Billie Seamans, Leon Lloyd, Rachel Freeze, Laura Robertson, Linda Clary, Mary Seymore, Mildred Swindler, Bob Swindler, Georgia Jackson, Angela Burchfield, RN, Al Dixon, Gene Gregory, Jim Daniels, Steve Montgomery, Bill Bowman, Doc Bilberry, Raymond Frazier, Mike Smith, Jeff Owyoung, Jean Ellington, James Ellington, Bob Lucky, Lindsay Henry, Kenny Gober, John Barham, Michelle Shinn, Johnice Barnes, Erline Smith, JoAnn Moore, DSM, Alice Banks, Barbara Webb, Bobbie Lehman, Gloria Sutton, Helen Wesson, Charles Lloyd, Aldo Cingolani, John Robinson and Paula Mote.

President John Heard opened the meeting.  He welcomed everyone and thanked Ferguson Crop Insurance & USA Promotions for providing lunch.  

Minutes and financial reports were distributed to the membership for approval.  Karon White made a motion to accept the minutes as written and Bob Lucky 2nd the motion.  The minutes were approved as written.

John asked everyone to print their names on the sign in sheet and additionally place their associated organization to the side of signature.  

He welcomed State Representative Robert Moore, Speaker of the House to the meeting.
Announcements:

Mary Seymore, Executive Director of Cornerstone Coalition announced that the Annual Meeting & Banquet would be held Monday, November 1 at UAM, Capitol Room of the Gibson University Center.  Tickets are $15.  Seating is limited to 150.  Speaker is Chris Masingill, Federal Co-Chair of the Delta Regional Authority.

Paula Mote announced the Chamber Banquet on November 4.  Keynote speaker, David Bazzel.  Tickets are limited to 250 and are available at both banks and McGehee Chamber office.  Tickets are $15 each or a corporate table of 6 for $125.  

Membership forms were placed on the tables for update of member information or new membership.

Christmas Potluck will be held on Tuesday, December 14.  Everyone is invited to attend, bring favorite dish and door prize.

Gene Gregory, Executive Director of CB King Schools introduced his staff in attendance. Georgia Mae Jackson, director of adults, Angela Burchfield, RN staff nurse and Al Dixon, Asst Director.  He presented four Special Olympics participants from McGehee that qualified to go to National Special Olympics.  They were Neely Brown and Carlos participated in track, Sharon Johnson, weightlifting, won 3 gold medals, and Lillie B Seals won a gold in singles a bowling type event.  Mr. Gregory invited everyone to come visit and tour the facilities of CB King.

City Report:  

Mayor Jack May reported that the city is in great condition.

He announced that the City of McGehee, on behalf of the Japanese Relocation Museum, received a grant for $38,500 from Arkansas Rural Services Commission to use for match money for the National Parks grant received earlier.  Sammy Angel, Representative Robert Moore, presented the grant check to Doc Bilberry, Industrial Foundation, Jeff Owyoung, Chairman of Museum Committee and Mayor Jack May. 

Committee Reports:

Agriculture:  Leon Lloyd reported an outstanding crop year.  Yields were excellent and prices were good.  

Beautification:  Linda Clary spoke about the plans for landscaping the Veteran’s Memorial Park.  She also said that LED lights would be placed in the memorial gardens soon.  
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Committee Reports
Education:  Laura Robertson, MHS announced that there would be an information meeting for Senior and parents concerning college, scholarships and financial aid.

Bob Ware – UAM has just completed the new parking area in front of the new health building.  November 8 begins pre-registration for spring classes.  There is a high demand for welders in our area with a starting pay of $15 per hour.  They will offer welding classes at night if there is a demand.  

November 4 will be a blood drive 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. at the McGehee campus.  

A new course, Health Professional, will begin this spring.  

Lindsay Henry announced that they would present a Facebook 3-P Seminar at the McGehee campus on October 29. 

Festival: Jeff Owyoung reported on the success of Owlfest.   He thanked all the volunteers and credited the success to the workers, committee members and community as a whole. Cindy Smith thanked the Red Hat ladies for manning the Gift Basket Raffle, which was a great success.

Parks & Tourism:  Cindy Smith reported about the writers from all over the nations visiting Arkansas in November to visit the fishing parks to write about our resources. 

Port:  Kenny Gober gave a report on the port since it has been self-operated.  He also announced that the port got a $19,000 grant from the DRA to help upgrade the facility.

Industrial Foundation Doc Bilberry invited everyone to attend the Think Tank meeting on the 1st Monday at 7 a.m.  

Health Care:  John Heard discussed the high-speed line, Land to Rail.  This will be available to any state funded facility, such as universities and hospitals.  It will connect with a 100-gig line through the AREON program.  Southeast Arkansas is the first to go online.  This will be completed by June of 2011.  

Legislative Report:  Rep. Robert Moore, Speaker of the House, gave a report about the new session that will begin in January.  He is cautiously optimistic that the economy is on the rise.  

Door Prizes were given away

President John Heard thanked USA Promotions & Ferguson Crop Insurance, for providing the meal.  

Meeting adjourned
