McGehee Chamber of Commerce

P.O. Box 521

McGehee, Arkansas                 (501-222-4451)

“A City Keyed for Progress”

April 28, 2011

The McGehee Chamber of Commerce met on Thursday, April 28, 2011 at 12:00 noon at McGehee Municipal Complex.  Members and guests in attendance were Kristy Terry, Haley Beatty, Barbara Tanner, Sharon Nichols, Jeff Owyoung, Leon Lloyd, Jack May, Bob Swindler, Mildred Swindler, Thomas Gathen, Jo Wilson, Doc Bilberry, Kenny Shaw, JoAnn Moore-DSM, Casandra Brock-SSN, Bob Ware, Michael Kellebrew, Karon White, Skippy Leek, Aldo Cingolani, Bob Lucky, Jim Daniels, Scott Harrison, Teresa Allison, Latyna Clayton, Tereze Harris, John Barham, David Barham, Helen Wesson, Gloria Sutton, Michelle Shinn, Paula Mote and Mike Smith.

Rev. Kenny Shaw gave the invocation.  

President Mike Smith opened the meeting.  He welcomed everyone and thanked First National Bank and Milner Owyoung Insurance for providing lunch.  

He then asked for introduction of guests.  Jim Daniels introduced Scott Harrison.  Cassandra Brock and Jo Ann Moore of Southern Heritage Health and Rehab Center introduced themselves.

Minutes and financial reports were distributed to the membership for approval.  Karon White made a motion to accept the minutes as written and Bob Ware 2nd the motion.  The minutes and financials were approved as presented.

Announcements:

Red Cross Blood Mobile will be at the Methodist Church on this date from 1-6.

Tour de Hoot will be held on May 21st at 8:00 a.m. starting at and benefiting the Boys and Girls Club of McGehee.

Committee Reports
Agriculture: Leon Lloyd reported that we had a sufficient amount of rain.  He noted that with the increase prices in cotton, there has been a 15% increase in cotton planted, but around 15% less rice planted. It looks to be a good year.  He did note 

Education:  Mr. Gathen announced that McGehee Public School has been released from fiscal distress on March 14 due to the passing of the school millage.  

He also announced that 2011 Graduation would be held on May 13 at 7:00 p.m. at Owl Stadium unless it rains, in which case, tickets would be issued to graduates for the ceremony in the gymnasium.  

He discussed the implementation of Common Core Curriculum to McGehee Schools.  It is being gradually introduced with the first year K-2, 3-8 and 9-12 included by 2014.  This curriculum will make our students more globally competitive.  

Also he discussed the possibility of the river levels (48 ft which is 8 ft above flood level) impacting the buses transporting students that live on the levee. Buses are not allowed on the levee and this would affect 6 students.

Bob Ware announced that enrollment for spring was up by 4% from fall.  UAM COT Commencement Ceremonies will be held Monticello on June 24.  

UAM Monticello ceremonies will be held on May 13 in the gym at 10-12 a.m. and 2-4 p.m.

Festival: Jeff Owyoung stated that Owlfest 2011 will be our 5th festival and should be the biggest and best yet.

Industrial:  Doc Bilberry announced the Industrial Foundation BBQ & Auction will be held on Thursday June 9.  It is being planned and the committee will meet May 3rd at 5:30 at the AAM building.
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City Report

Mayor Jack May announced the city is going to receive a National Aeronautics grant for $337,700 for improvement of the airport.  He stated that the improvements would make it possible for small jets to land in McGehee.  The grant will fund 90% of the project. 

The military medical mission will begin in McGehee on June 8 and continue through June 22.  All services will be free and anyone is eligible to receive services.  They will be located in the council room of the McGehee Municipal Complex.  Finally the Mayor presented the city flag that was designed by USA Promotions – Helen Wesson.  This flag will fly over the Veterans Memorial.  The Vet Memorial dedication will be on July 4, 2011 at 10 a.m.

Mike again thanked First National Bank and Milner Owyoung Insurance Group for providing lunch.  

Door Prizes were given away

No Further Business.  Meeting adjourned
