McGehee Chamber of Commerce

P.O. Box 521

McGehee, Arkansas                 (501-222-4451)

“A City Keyed for Progress”

July 28, 2011

The McGehee Chamber of Commerce met on Thursday, July 28, 2011 at 12:00 noon at the Delta Country Club.  Members and guests in attendance were Rachel Freeze, Bob Ware, Sharon Cantrell, Mildred Swindler, Bob Swindler, John Clower, Judy Clower, Waverland Vance, Skippy Leek, Judy Lattimore, Diane Baldwin, Tracy Anderson, Kathy Ferguson, Teresa Allison, Michelle Shinn, Sherrie Moreau, Jo Wilson, Doc Bilberry, Azzie McGehee, Evalina Hill, Alice Banks, Shirley Cain, Dorothy Wells, JoAnn S. Moore, Alesia Watkins, Sallie Owyoung, Jeff Owyoung, Jack May, Charles Lloyd, Bill Bowman, Jim Daniels, Jonelle Dougty – ANHC, Paula Mote and Mike Smith.

Judy Lattimore gave the invocation.  

President Mike Smith opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and thanking New Educational Beginnings – Judy Lattimore for providing lunch.  

Minutes and financial reports were distributed to the membership for approval.  Jeff Owyoung made a motion to accept the minutes as written and Kathy Ferguson 2nd the motion.  The minutes and financials were approved as presented.

Announcements:

Bill Bowman announced that the Boys and Girls Club Steak & Burger Banquet would be held August 17.  Steve Atwater will be the keynote speaker and Patrick Williams will also be at the event.  

Committee Reports
Education:  Mr. Ware announced UAM COT would begin classes on August 24.  Open enrollment is available from now until school starts.  He also announced the need for an English teacher and a Safety Police Officer (must be a certified officer or attending the academy to become certified.  Additionally, beautification efforts are happening on the campus to improve the curb appeal.

Festival:  Jeff announced only 2 months to Owlfest on September 30- October 1.  T-shirts have been ordered and he encouraged businesses to order and wear on Friday’s.  He also reported that the committee has had a Money Machine built.  Robert Nichols built it voluntarily with donations from McGehee Auto Parts and Wayne’s Heating & Air.  The possibility of this being rented out in the future is being discussed.

He also announced that the vacant lot by the post office would be utilized this year to keep also of the activity on one side of the street.  Cashbox will be the band and the weekend is filled with activities for the whole family.

Port:  Bill Bowman discussed activity at the port.  The authority spent $125,000 to update equipment.  He has great expectations of great things in the future.

Industrial:  Doc announced the Think Tank meeting on Monday at 7 a.m. at McGehee Hospital.

City Report:  Mayor Jack May announced that the Health Department is working on an Anti-smoking / Anti-obesity campaign with Patsy Cingolani working on this committee.

The city has brought in prisoners to clean out Crooked Bayou and keep the drainage under control.  

He also discussed the redistricting.  The new map should be available on Friday, July 29 in the afternoon.

Finally he announced that Jeff Owyoung was awarded the Governor’s Outstanding Volunteer Award.  He was honored earlier in the year and recognized recently at a banquet.  

Program

Jonelle Doughty, Public Information Specialist with Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission gave the program with a power point presentation.  

Door Prizes were given away and donated by Doc Bilberry, Charles Lloyd, Harvest Rice, UAM COT McGehee, Lucky Chevrolet and Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission.

No Further Business.  Meeting adjourned
