McGehee Chamber of Commerce

P.O. Box 521

McGehee, Arkansas                 (501-222-4451)

“A City Keyed for Progress”

February 24, 2011

The McGehee Chamber of Commerce met on Thursday, February 24, 2011 at 12:00 noon at McGehee Municipal Complex.  Members and guests in attendance were Paula Mote, Mike Smith, Billie Seamans, Leon Lloyd, Harry Seamans, Bob Swindler, Mildred Swindler, Rachel Freeze, Arlene White, Jack May, John Clower, Judy Clower, Shirley Watson, Doc Bilberry, Cynthia Smith, Shirley Cain, Corey Throckmorton, Pat Bass, Bobbie Lehman, Kathryn Ferguson, Annette Hunnicutt, Sherrie Moreau, Bob Ware, Michelle Shinn, Tandee White, Donald Hatchett, Carol Judkins, SMD, Jo Wilson, Teresa Allison, Charles Lloyd, John Robinson, Aldo Cingolani, Alesia Lucky, Bob Lucky, Jim Daniels, Hazelene McCray, Mary Griden, Alice Banks, Bill Bowman, and Jeff Owyoung.

Bob Ware gave the invocation.  

President Mike Smith opened the meeting.  He welcomed everyone and thanked Harvest Rice for providing lunch.  

He proudly announced the chamber’s three new members, Western Auto, Allen Bowman, Yellow Butterfly, Mary Greenway and Alex Foundation, Ms Angela Courtney.  He then recognized Pat Post with Delta Area Community Foundation and asked for introduction of other guests.  Billie Seamans recognized his son, former president of the McGehee Chamber, Harry Seamans.  Donald Hatchett of Entergy introduced their new Customer Service Manager for McGehee area, Tandee White.  She addressed the membership with her location and contact information.  

Carol Judkins, Marketing Director for Southern Heritage Health & Rehab, introduced herself.  They provided fortune cookies for the meeting.

Minutes and financial reports were distributed to the membership for approval.  Charles Lloyd made a motion to accept the minutes as written and Bob Ware 2nd the motion.  The minutes and financials were approved as presented.

Announcements:

*Alesia Lucky announced the Red Cross Blood Drive would be held that day, February 24, from 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. at the Methodist Church.

*Cindy Smith announced that after 27 years she would be closing the Periwinkle Place.  She has had 3 inquiries from interested individuals in purchasing the store and continuing the tradition.  She will be holding a sale for a couple months.

She brought a book on Garvin Gardens to be given away as a door prize and Arkansas Tourism packets.  

*Boy Scouts fish fry will be held February 26 at MHS Cafeteria at 5:30 p.m.

City Report: 

Mayor Jack May gave a census report.  We dropped 351 from the 2000 Census.  This will affect our turn-back money for street and general funding.  He is committed to work hard to continue to make improvements regardless of the loss of funding.  

He then discussed the Japanese Relocation Museum project.  He has architects coming today to discuss the renovations.

The City of McGehee and Periwinkle Place were honored at the Delta Byways Banquet.  The City was 2nd place in the Boot Strap Award and Periwinkle Place won the Entrepreneur Award.

McGehee Water & Sewer Department has received a water grant for $172,000 to make improvements to the sewer line on the east end of town.  

Committee Reports
Agriculture: Leon Lloyd announced that record prices are being reported for crops grown in our area, such as soybeans $13-$14 per bushel, Corn $6 - $7 per bushel and cotton hit a high at $1.92 lb. Lack of rain may be a problem.

Communications: Mike Smith announced the survey that Lynn Bliss wanted to be filled out.  He encouraged everyone to fill this out so we can better serve the community.  Advertising is available on the chamber website should contact her.

Education:  Mr. Ware announced that they will be offering conversational Spanish classes at UAM CTM and workplace grants are available.  Contact Dorissa Kaufman.  Also, OSHA training is available for those needing this training.

Festival: Jeff Owyoung announced Owlfest 1st meeting Wednesday, March 2 at noon at the hospital.  Anyone interested in helping should attend.  We need input, time and efforts.
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Industrial:  Doc Bilberry Think Tank Meeting 7 a.m. on the 1st Monday of the month.  He thinks that the Museum will open by December 2011.

Port:  Bill Bowman received their first settlement check and will continue to get this payment for several months.  He is excited about the good reports of agriculture prices because this increase activity at the port.

Program:

Lee Osborne with the Delta Conference Center / Coon Bayou Shooting Club discussed the new facility. He gave a brief history of how the facility was born.  He had a powerpoint presentation of the facility.

He also announced a Clay Shooting Tournament on April 1-4.    

Door Prizes were given away

Meeting adjourned
